HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2010.
Present: Councillors Chapman (chairman), Nugent and Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: six members of the public.

************************ ************************************

1. Apologies
Cllr Williams had sent apologies; his wife was unwell.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the February meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment.
4. KCC and CCC reports
No representatives from KCC or CCC were present.
5. Footpath warden
It was resolved to accept Mr Hando’s offer to undertake this role. He would be asked to provide occasional reports on the state of parish footpaths. Cllr Chapman undertook to ask the existing footpath warden to pass over details of footpaths.
***************** ***************** ********* **********

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· The role of the footpath warden was discussed. It was agreed to put contact details on the web-site and that people should report issues to the warden who would then brief the Parish Council.
· It was reported that the “no dogs” sign had disappeared from the play area. The Clerk was asked to organise a new sign, possibly from CCC, now that the play area was an official dog-free zone.
· Allotments: Cllr Chapman confirmed there had been further recent discussions but no firm proposals had yet emerged for consideration.

· The land behind the village hall was up for sale. Cllr Nugent had received assurances from the builders that no further rubbish would be brought to the site.

· The problem of the obstruction caused by parked cars outside the Prince of Wales was raised. The Clerk was asked to write to the police and to the pub, alerting them to this problem.
· The man-hole cover by 1 Woodview was now fixed.

**************************** ******************************

6. Parish Councillor vacancy
Despite considerable effort on behalf of councillors and the advertisements placed by the Clerk, no one had expressed any real interest. Cllr Keyes suggested leafleting all properties in the parish. 
7. Planning
Applications CA//10/00161/FUL and CA//10/00249/FUL, both relating to the same scheme at Maypole House: it was resolved to object to these applications on the grounds of inappropriate use of the land, which was supposed to be for equestrian use.

Proposed works to trees at the Old Rectory: no objections.

Noted: application CA//10/00107/FUL granted (Cherub Cottage)

8. Report of the Clerk/RFO
Invoices approved for payment:

1. Clerk: £316.72 (salary £187.91; expenses £28.82; purchase of gritting spreader £99.99)

2. James Pughe for grass cutting: £32.50.

3. Roger Casement Signs: £101.52 for 4 “kill your speed” signs (one more than had actually been ordered but it was resolved to take all 4.)

Cash book and bank balance: at 28th February:£7,232.27 (plus Business Select a/c £16.33 at 5th October 2009.)

Village Design Statement: it was agreed it would be best to let the LDF process run its course before thinking seriously about embarking on this project.

The form accepting the offer of a grant from KCC in respect of the kill your speed signs, was duly approved and signed.

It was resolved to subscribe to the CPRE (£29 p.a.) and “Action with communities in rural Kent” (£35 p.a.)
In response to their letter, it was agreed to invite the Canterbury Pensioners’ Forum to attend a Parish Council meeting.

9. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Nugent reported that the bridleway off Ford Hill had been badly damaged by the “True Grit” off-road enterprise. The Clerk was asked to write to True Grit on the subject.

There were no further reports.
10. Any other business and date of next meeting

The next meeting will be on April 14th.

The meeting was declared closed at 8.55 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

March 15th 2010.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
Colin Chapman, Chairman, Hoath Parish Council.

